MEMBERSHIP AGREEMENT 


Print or Type 


ARTICLE I—AUTHORIZATION 


1 authorise the Nationa! Farmers Organization (hereinafter referred to 
as the N.F.O.) ite agents or representatives to act for me as my exclusive 
oresentative in collective bargaining in respect to all commodities marketed 
from my farm, with the exception of thove commodities presently covered 
by other marketing contracts, and to enter into contracts with! the processors 
f products | own and control covering the seiling prices and other conditions 
of disposal, and establish marketing procedure, I further authorize the said 
orgs ation to ect as my exclusive representative in the presentation, 
prosecution and adjustment of any complaint that I may have against the 
processor of the commodities of my farm, in accordance with and subject to 
the rights and privilegcs granted me by the By-laws of the N.F.O. 

This authorization and direction shall be irrevocable for a period of three 
ars from the date appearing above. | agree and direct that this 
zation and direction shall be automatically renewed and shall be 

scable for successive periods of three (3) years each uniess written 

notice is given by me te the N.F.O, not more than twenty (20) days and 
not lems than ten (10) days prior to the expiration of each three (3) year 
period. This authoritation ls made pursuant to the provisions of the bper- 
Volstead Act enacted February 18, 1922. 


ARTICLE II—NATIONAL N.F.0O. COMMODITY 
DEPARTMENTS 

Sec. 1—The Board of Directors of the N.F.O. shall create National Com- 
modity Departments for Dairy, Grain;-and Meat. Miscellaneous commodities 
may be assigned by the Board of Directors to any one of the three estab- 
lished Commodity Departments. 

Sec. 2—The President) of the N.¥.O. shall appoint a Department Head 
who shall be known as a Director, and staff for each of the National Com- 
modity Departments, subject to the approval of the Board of Directors. The 
Board of Directors shall have the power to remove a director or merm- 
bers of a Commodity Department. 

Sec. 3—The National Commedit se cemfyeaccnce shall be under the direo- 
tien of the President and responsible for carrying out the intent of this 
Agreement and administrative policy established by the Board of Directors 

Sec. 4--The National Commodity Departments shall|have the responsibility 
of aseivting the Marketing Area Bargaining Committees in their negotia- 
dons with the processors and coordinate the activities of all Area Market- 
ng Committees. { 

Sec. 5—The National Commodity- Departments shall at the direction of 
the: Board of Directors make plans for effective marketing procedures to be 
submitted to the Marketing Area Bargaining Committees for their con- 


sideration * 
ARTICLE III—MARKETING AREAS 
] establish market- 


by elected Marketin 
the Executive Boa 
Departments 

Hee. 3—Contracts consummated with processors shall cover only mem- 
bers of the marketing area who have signed membership contracts with the 
N.F.O 

Sec. 4—Marketing areas may from time to time be changed to provide 
better service for the membership. 


ARTICLE IV—MARKETING AREA BARGAINING 
COMMITTEES 

Sec. 1—When in the opinion of the Board of Directors of the N.F.O. 
eufficient contracts have been signed covering « ifie commodity to be 
effective in collective bargaining, the President shail call a meeting of the 
menbers of County Bargaining Committees, who represent the commodity in 
each zone of the marketing ares for the purpose of electing*s member of the 
Ares: Bargaining Committee and an a¥srnate member who shall serve as & 
caerber of the Area Bargaining Committee when the regulas member--(s 
uneble to serve 

Sec. 2—The Board of Directors shall divide each lor doagaor area into 
seven (7) geographical sones for the purpose of distribution bargaining 
committee representation. 

Bec. $—Each Marketing Area Bargaining Committee shall be com 
ef seven (7) members, one from esch of geographic sones of the 
marketing area. 

ec. 4—The term of office of the bargaining committee members ond 
alterna'es shall be for a period of one year. 

See. 6—The Marketing Area Bargaining Committee shall be responsible 
fot the bargaining with all pon a? for the commodity they resent with- 
in their marketing area’ under the direction of the Board of Directors and 
the assistance of the National Commodity Department. 

Sec. 6—The Marketing Area Bargaining Committee shall meet and 
counsel with the County Bargaining Committees as provided herein and at 
other times that they deem necessary. 


ARTICLE V—COUNTY BARGAINING COMMITTEES 

Sec. 1—Each county organized under the N.F.O. shall call meetings and 
elect a bargaining committes-com: of a chairman and four members for 
each commodity represented by the N.F.O, in the county, such committees 
to be for Dairy, Grain, and Micat 

Sec. 2-—Anyone who is an N.F.O, member producing farm products for 
which a bargaining committee is established is eligible to vote for 
of the bargaining committee. However, in order to be elected to a bargain- 
ing committee, a member of the N.F.O. rust be able to furnish ample proof 
that a substantial part of his farm income is derived from the commodity 
that the bargaining committee represents 

Sec. 3—-County Bargaining Committees shall gether Information and 
determine fair prices for the agricultural commodities which their committee 
represents. 

1 Sec. 4—The Marketing Area Rargaining Committee shall, before entering 
in‘o negotiations with a processor, call a meeting of the County Bargaining 
Committee for the commodity they represent, and by a two-thirds’ vote of 
there attending this meeting rs gy Werghe sin the fair price for the com- 
movity to be bargained for with the ‘ 

Gec. 5—From time to time, ie wh nse Area Bargaining Committees may 
call meetings of the County Bargaining Committees to report on the status 
of nvgotiations and seek thelr ativice. 


Witness ——— heal = Fe Xe 


White—National N.F.O. Copy 


Township___ tet 


 — 


Date 
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Sec. 6—The County Bargaining Committee shall be responsible for 
organising farmers in their counties who produce the commodity they 
represent. 

Sec. 7—The County Bargaining Committees may at times be called by the 
Aren Marketing Committee to represent the organization in collective 
bargaining with processors of their commodity. 


ARTICLE VI—RATIFICATION OF MARKETING 
CONTRACTS 


Bec. 1—No contract consummated with a processor shall be affective or 
binding until it has been ratified by a two thirds’ vote of members in & 
marketing area who have signed contracts with the N.F.O. for the com 
modity, attending a meecti called for that purpose by the Marketing Area 
- — on ar hes been approved by the Board of Directors 
of t N.F.Q, 

Bec. 1—If a marketing procedure is formulated for a marketing area, 
it will require the same ratification as contracts with processors 

Sec. 3—It will be the responsibility of the Marketing Area Bargaining 
Committee to give at least ten days’ notice to members who have signed 
marketing contracts, by first. class mail, to the address/shown on this con 
tract, giving te, time and place of meetings on any ‘issue requiring ratifi 
cation of N.F.O. members. 


ARTICLE VII—MARKETING REQUIREMENTS 

Sec. 1—Until such time as a contract has been consummated with. the 
processor for a commodity | own or control in seccordance with the provi 
sions of this agreement, or until a marketing preedure haa been established 
for a commodity and ratified in accordance with the terme of this agreement, 
@ member shai! be free to market his commodity as he chooses. 

Sec. 2—When a contract has been consummated in accordance with “the 
terms of this agreement covering s member's commodity, and ‘he sells ‘this 
commodity to a processor other than the one specified by the agreement, 
the member shall be assessed 10% of the gross sale of the commodity for 
liquidated damages. 

ec. 3—A member may request his Marketing Area Bargaining Com- 
mittee to waive provisions of this agreement in instances arising that were 
unforeseen at the time of the signing of this agreement, The Area Marketing 
Committee must make a complete report on ali such cases to the N.F.O 
Board of Directors, on waivers nted. The Board of Directors shal! have 
authority to revoke a waiver if, in their opinion, the waiver is not justified 


ARTICLE VIII—QUOTAS 

Sec. 1—If quotas should become necessary on members under contract, 
they will be determined by the same democratic procedure that the fair 
price formula was determined and shall require the same procedure of 
ratification, membership and approval of the Board of Directors ss the con 
tract with the processor before becoming effective. 

Sec. 3—If quotas are established they will be based on contracts with 
yy me fy for a specific quality and quantity 6 ere and quotas will 

based on quality, bushel and ndage besis and good jand practices and 
ratio instead of crop history, a) administered by the establishment of pools 
based on quality. 

Bec. 3—This to be financed, if necessary by additional deductions at the 
processor level from commodities marketed. 

Sec. 4—To implement the provisions of the other Sections of this 
Article, approval must be obtained from the members affected, in accordance 
with Article VI of this agreement. 

Sec. 6&—By a two-thirds’ vote of N.F.O. members attending county 
meetings of which due notice has been  aiee by the County Bargaining 
Committee at least ten days in advance of the meeting to the affected member 
giving date, time and place and purpose of meeting, an additiona! surplus 
a@ieyosal amount shall be checked off at the processor level, either for buying 
farm products and channeling to needy worthwhile organizations, or to form 
welfare agencies or others the N.F.O. may find necessary to keep production 
in balance with consumption. 


ARTICLE IX—MEMBERSHIP DUES AND FEES 

Sec. 1—The membership dues of the N.F.O. shall be $5.00 per year, or 
such amount as may hereafter be established by the N.F.O., which shell be 
due and payable to the Treasurer of the member's county organization, at 
the date of making application for membership in the N.F.0., and year y 
thereafter, as sean oe | by the By-Laws of the organization 

Sec. 2—A member shall be assessed $20.00 at the time of signing this 
contract and yearly thereafter by the N.F.O., which shall be used as 
directed by the Board of Directors to defray expenses incurred.in carrying 
out a program of effectuating collective bargaining with the processor, and 
other activities in the best interest of the membership of the organization 
to be determined bythe Board of Directors of the N.F.O 

Sec. 3—When a marketing contract has been consummated by the N.F.O 
covering @ member's commodity, it shall provide that the processor check off 
1% of the gross sales of the commodity for the N.F.O This amount shall 
then become the member's dues and shal! replace the dues and fees otherwise 
prescribed above in Sections 1 and 2. 


ARTICLE X—RESPONSIBILITY OF THE N.F.O. 

Sec. 1—The N.F.O. shall not become legal owner or engage in business 
activities but must remain within the framework of a service organization 
bargaining for its members who have signed marketing contracts. 

Gec. 2—The Board of Directors of the N.F.O, shall decide on all ques 
tions Involving interpretation of this agreement and make decisions on mat 
ters arising not covered by this agreement between conventions, 


ARTICLE XI—RESPONSIBILITY OF MEMBER 


Sec. 1—I agree to be bound by the terms of this agreement as herein 
provided, and further agree to comply with the decisions made by the 
membership and Board of Directors of the N.F.O., as herein provided 

Bec. 2-1 agree to process any compleint I have against the N.F.O., ita 
officers or members in accordance wi the terms of the By-laws of the 


N.F.O. 
ARTICLE XII—MODIFICATION 
It may become necessary during the life of this agreement to change or 
modify certain Articles, or make amendments to it. In the event this be 
comes necessary, it will require s two-thirds’ vote of members in attendance 
at marketing area meetings called for that purpose, which notice has been 
given in accordance with Article VI, Section 2 of this agreement. 


Member’s Legal Signature___. 
<a Mailing Address__._.. 


